Detection of antispermatozoal antibodies of IgA class in cervical mucus.
A simple procedure for detection of antisperm antibodies of IgA class in human cervical mucus is described and the results of its application to samples from 102 patients are presented. The results suggest that the IgA immunobead test (IgA-IBT) is a specific and clinically useful test for sperm antibodies. There was a strong correlation between the IgA-IBT and the presence of complement-dependent sperm immobilization in serum (Spearman's, r = 0.92, p less than 0.001). Positive IgA-IBT results occurred only in mucus samples that showed poor penetration by normal sperm. An added advantage of the IgA-IBT is that both the immunoglobulin class and the site of binding to the sperm surface can be determined simultaneously.